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The 2nd UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy, 2nd
February 2021

• Blue Economy Roadmap

• ML partnership with key regional actors,
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THE 2ND UFM MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE CHANGE - CAIRO, 4TH OCTOBER 2021

• A common agenda to acknowledge the urgency of taking action and reasserted a firm
ambition to tackle climate and environmental challenges through the full
implementation of the Paris Agreement and the Agenda 2030.

• Endorsement of the GREENERMED Agenda
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The UfM Post 2020 Agenda

GREENERMEDAGENDAAND MAIN AXES
Marine litter as a crosscutting issue

Thematic Area 1: 

Support the transition

towards a Green,
Circular and Socially 
Inclusive Economy 
based on sustainable 
consumption and 
production practices 
and NBS

Thematic Area 2:

Prevent and reduce 
pollution on land, sea 
and air

Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve, 
manage and restore 
biodiversity and natural 
resources in the Med 
region within an 
integrated ecosystem 
approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and 
coastal dimensions

ML within a circular economy approach
ML impact on economic sectors 
ML monitoring and mitigation 

ML: Land – sea interface
ML impacts on biodiversity/environment/health



Plastic Busters Initiative 
North + South

• Labelled and supported by the UfM in 2016
• 3 financing rounds supporting the overall process

• Plastic Busters Policy Paper

PLASTIC BUSTERS  
MPAs,

InterregMed-
financed

(Italy, France, Spain, Greece,
Albania, Croatia, Slovenia)

“COMMON”
CBC-financed

CAPITALIZATION  
PB CAP
CBC-financed,  
2022
(Egypt, Greece, Italy,  

Jordan, Lebanon, Spain  
and Tunisia)
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Thematic Area 1: 

Support the transition

towards a Green,
Circular and Socially 
Inclusive Economy 
based on sustainable 
consumption and 
production practices 
and NBS

Thematic Area 2:

Prevent and reduce 
pollution on land, sea 
and air

Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve, 
manage and restore 
biodiversity and natural 
resources in the Med 
region within an 
integrated ecosystem 
approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and 
coastal dimensions













Sustainable Food Systems
Tripartite MoU

GOAL: Accelerate progress on the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable  
Development, through collaborative 
actions to support the shift towards 
more sustainable food systems in 
the Mediterranean region

•Policy dialogue
•Context-specific SFS conceptual framework
•Mapping/assessment of initiatives and innovative practices
•Identification of tools for food systems assessment

Policy dialogue, research, 
knowledge sharing and capacity 

development to promote 
innovative pathways for food 
systems transformation in the 

Mediterranean

•SFS-MED Platform (incl. website)
•SFS-MED Community of Practice
•SFS-MED “Flagship Projects”
•SFS-MED Webinars

Technical collaboration to 
develop a framework for SFS in 

the Mediterranean

•Food Systems Summit Dialogues
•3rd World Conference on the Revitalization of the
Mediterranean Diet
•Advocacy in international/regional fora and events

Advocacy and awareness raising 
on the role of SFS in the 

achievement of the 2030 
Agenda in the Mediterranean
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Thematic Area 1: 

Support the transition

towards a Green,
Circular and Socially 
Inclusive Economy 
based on sustainable 
consumption and 
production practices 
and NBS

Thematic Area 2:

Prevent and reduce 
pollution on land, sea 
and air

Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve, 
manage and restore 
biodiversity and natural 
resources in the Med 
region within an 
integrated ecosystem 
approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and 
coastal dimensions



Following the 2021 UfM Ministerial on SBE, Co-Presidency, UfM 

Secretariat and UfM countries have agreed to elaborate a Roadmap 
for the implementation of the Ministerial

Overview and analysis of the joint needs, gaps and opportunities 
for future support, funding, and implementation by thematic 
priority

Sketching out of ongoing initiatives, programmes and projects + 

potential avenues for future cooperation (promising pathways, 

processes and actions) that can be launched, scaled-up and 
promoted in the short, medium and longer term

Easy to handle monitoring system of the implementation of the

Roadmap

UfM Blue Economy Roadmap
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Thematic Area 1: 

Support the transition

towards a Green,
Circular and Socially 
Inclusive Economy 
based on sustainable 
consumption and 
production practices 
and NBS

Thematic Area 2:

Prevent and reduce 
pollution on land, sea 
and air

Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve, 
manage and restore 
biodiversity and natural 
resources in the Med 
region within an 
integrated ecosystem 
approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and 
coastal dimensions

Groupings of initiatives to implement the Roadmap
Validated by the UfM Working Group on Sustainable Blue Economy

Cross-cutting support
Blue skills, carers, and jobs, training and 

capacity building
Twinning/Technical Assistance and  

Information Exchange (TAIEX) 
Expand existing socio-economic 

observatories
Continuation of webinars (i.e. Ocean 

Literacy)
Maritime safety (training/CB/exchange of 

information & expertise/TA)

Diversification of small ports and marinas

Intro to the concept of Sustainable Smart
Specialisation and innovation on local value chains

MSP as blue economy enabler

• Transformative innovation for small-scale ports, linking to (i.e.) sustainable 
aquaculture, tourism, energy, marine litter facilities)

• Fostering ports as ‘hubs’ of clean and renewable energy
• Alternative fuels
• Foster ability of ports in adopting fully circular model

• Support Sustainable Smart Specialisation Strategies
• Scale-up good practices on sustainable food value-chains
• Financing tourism diversification/digitalisation
• Cluster alliance to address the sector and investors
• Scale-up innovation practices across the sea basin

• MSP for a proper planning of marine renewables zones/licensing
• Principal Areas (fisheries), Allocated Zones (aquaculture)
• Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) multi-stakeholder working group
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Thematic Area 1: 

Support the transition

towards a Green,
Circular and Socially 
Inclusive Economy 
based on sustainable 
consumption and 
production practices 
and NBS

Thematic Area 2:

Prevent and reduce 
pollution on land, sea 
and air

Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve, 
manage and restore 
biodiversity and natural 
resources in the Med 
region within an 
integrated ecosystem 
approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and 
coastal dimensions

Investing in Sustainable Blue Economy in the Mediterranean
UfM Conference on Blue Finance (June 22nd, Barcelona World Trade Center)

Brought together financial institutions, banks (multilateral and
national), private investors and UfM country and industry
representatives

Main outcomes
- Encouraging investments in and funding of Blue Economy 

projects and initiatives in the Med region
- Providing an overview of viable investment opportunities + 

access to finance
- Discussing the viability of specific projects/initiatives

(matchmaking sessions)
- Exchanging on the enabling conditions required to attract

investments on SBE in the Med
- Contribute to better aligning and mobilising financial flows

towards the SBE sectors and activities prioritised by the
countries of the UfM

- Sharing successful experiences and cases from different regions



Joint effort



o Group of Experts
o COVID-19 crisis: impacts and indications emerging from real-case experiences with specific reference to the tourism

sector
o Analysis of the main initiatives/programmes/projects underway in the Mediterranean: methodology and review
o Main challenges, gaps and needs for the tourism sector
o Emerging Operational tools, methods and technologies for the revitalisation of the tourism sector
o Methods, content and target groups for follow- up capacity building sessions

Capacity
building

Topic Target group
Governance ETC Programmes, National/regional institutions, International organizations
Improvement/diversification of skills Category association , representatives of cooperation projects on this topic,

National/regional institutions
Public-private partnership Professional/Business associations, representatives of cooperation projects on this topic
Development of synergies and
complementarities

ETC Programmes, National/regional institutions , International organizations

Involvement of territories and local
communities

Category association, representatives of cooperation projects on this topic

ONGOING

UfM &WestMed webinar ‘Digitalization skills in the aquaculture and tourism sector in the Mediterranean región’ (9th June)

UfM-CPRM - Social and economic regeneration of the Mediterranean after the crisis: shared 
methods and tools for relaunching a sustainable post COVID-19 tourism model

Coastal and maritime tourism

Operational
handbook



Wetlands conservation and restoration:
an urgent matter in the Mediterranean

The Mediterranean Basin
is a global
hotspot but
the most

biodiversity  
also one of 
vulnerable

regions in the world to the
impacts of global
warming.

wetlands
18.5

cover
million

Today 
some 
hectares in the 27
Mediterranean countries.

With a very few exceptions their flooding regimes are now artificially managed, and many of the 
remaining areas are badly degraded.
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Thematic Area 1: 

Support the transition

towards a Green,
Circular and Socially 
Inclusive Economy 
based on sustainable 
consumption and 
production practices 
and NBS

Thematic Area 2:

Prevent and reduce 
pollution on land, sea 
and air

Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve, 
manage and restore 
biodiversity and natural 
resources in the Med 
region within an 
integrated ecosystem 
approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and 
coastal dimensions



https://medblueconomyplatform.org/

Regional networking platform supporting 
the sustainable blue economy in the Med

“One-stop shop” dedicated to 
consolidating and sharing general, 
technical and sectoral knowledge 
and information on SBE in the Med

An interactive hub for a
wide community of SBE
stakeholders and actors

https://medblueconomyplatform.org/


Upcoming Events, October –December 2022

• Maritime Spatial Planning, Rome
• UfM Working Group on Sustainable Blue Economy,
• UfM Environment Task Force
• COP 27 – Med Pavillion, 2 dedicated events
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Thematic Area 1: 

Support the transition

towards a Green,
Circular and Socially 
Inclusive Economy 
based on sustainable 
consumption and 
production practices 
and NBS

Thematic Area 2:

Prevent and reduce 
pollution on land, sea 
and air

Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve, 
manage and restore 
biodiversity and natural 
resources in the Med 
region within an 
integrated ecosystem 
approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and 
coastal dimensions

Thank you!
alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org

Head of Sector – Environment and Blue Economy 
Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean

mailto:alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org

