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The 2nd UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy, 2nd
February 2021

Priorities :

. . ) Governance & the future of sea basin strategies
UfM Ministers commit to strengthen the blue economy sector and promote sustainable

growth in the Mediterranean

Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

Sustainable food from the sea: fisheries & aquaculture

Sustainable, climate-neutral & zero-pollution maritime transport &
ports
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¢ Blue Economy Roadmap Maritime safety & security of BE activities
« ML partnership with key regional actors,

Sustainable investment in the BE

International Conference: *Contribution of sound waste management systems to sustainable tourism and the protection of marine ecosystems"” - 10t" and 11" October 2022
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THE 2ND UFM MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE CHANGE - CAIRO, 4™ OcTOBER 2021
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2030GreenerMed

U AGENDA FOR A GREENER
aVaA™{ MEDITERRANEAN

UfM Member States united in strong commitments to face the climate and environmental
emergencies

Energy & Climate Action Water & Environment

from the 42 Member countries of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) gathered today in Cairo at the 2™ I Latest news
UfM Ministerial Conference on Environment and Climate action under the Co-Presidency of Jordan and the European

« A common agenda to acknowledge the urgency of taking action and reasserted a firm
ambition to tackle climate and environmental challenges through the full
implementation of the Paris Agreement and the Agenda 2030.

* Endorsement of the GREENER MED Agenda

International Conference: *Contribution of sound waste management systems to sustainable tourism and the protection of marine ecosystems" - 10t and 11"~ October 2022
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Union for the Mediterranean
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2030GreenerMed

"‘ % UfM AGENDA FOR A GREENER
MEDITERRANEAN
4 e )

m*?r\

TOWARDS 2030: AGENDA FOR A GREENER MED

Contributing to Achieving the Environmental SDGs in the Mediterranean
(2030GreenerMed)
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—
2030GreenerMed The UfM Post 2020 Agenda

’ AGENDA FOR A GREENER
DA MEDITERRANEAN

GREENERMED AGENDA AND MAIN AXES
Marine litter as a crosscutting issue

The atic Area‘1 A, Thematic Thematic Area 3:

Protect, preserve,
manage and restore
biodiversity and natural
resources in t

region withi

Clrcu]ar and’ oually
Inclusive Econemy .
based on sustalnabl'e
consumption and™

“production practices
and NBS

Jincluding
terrestrial, marine and
coastal dimensions

ML within a circular economy approach
ML impact on economic sectors
ML monitoring and mitigation
ML: Land - sea interface
ML impacts on biodiversity/environment/health




Plastic Busters Initiative

> North + South

« Labelled and supported by the UfM in 2016

« 3financing rounds supporting the overall process

_—_—-—----

* Plastic Busters\Pollcy Paper
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CAPIALIZATION
PB CAP
CBC-financed,

2022

(Egypt, Greece, Italy,
Jordan, Lebanon, Spain
and Tunisia)

“COMMON”’
CBC-financed

PLASTIC BUSTERS
MPAs,
InterregMed-

financed
(Italy, France, Spain, Greece,
Albania, Croatia, Slovenia)
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UfM’s engagement to tackle Marine Litter

Raw material &
ecosystem services
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ACTIONS FOR A HEALTHY

MEDITERRANEAN

THE ISSUE' AT STAKE

Marine litter — and marine plastic pollution in
particular — is a major threat due to its significant
environmental, economic, social, political and cul-
tural implications. Marine litter negatively impacts
coastal and marine ecosystems and the ser-
vices they provide, ultimately affecting people’s
livelihoods and well-being. Marine plastic pol-
lution is not just an oceans’ pollution issue. It is
an air pollution and climate issue too as plastic
— admittedly an indispensable material of todays’

The Mediterranean basin is particularly vul-
nerable to pressures from its densely populated
coasts, highly developed tourism, and heavy mari-
time traffic (30 percent of the world maritime traf-
fic): a vulnerability exacerbated by the low renewal
rate of its waters and the structural lack of proper
waste management systemns and infrastructure
(from collection to recycling) in most surrounding

societies — contributes to greenhouse gas emis-
sions at every stage of its lifecycle, from its produc-
tion to its refining and up to the way it is managed
as a waste product.

Plastic pollution in the Mediterranean Sea poses
a threat to countries’ wellbeing, economic
resilience and environmental sustainability,
with potential effects on human health yet to be
fully understood.

countries. Litter items found on Mediterranean
beaches appear to originate primarily from rec-
reational and tourism related activities. and poor
municipal waste management practices.

It is widely acknowledged that the Mediterranean
Sea is one of the most affected seas by marine
litter worldwide. Inputs of plastics into the sea,
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PLASTIC BUSTERS.
M

as estimated in 2015, are at the level of over
260,000 tonnes per year or 730 tonnes per
day, depending on the coastal population, which
may vary depending on the country, representing
more than 2% of the total inputs in the world's
oceans (UNEP/MAP, 2015).

The root causes of marine litter in the Mediterra-
nean are the same as anywhere else in the werld:
a complex combination of production and con-
sumption patterns, irresponsible behavior
of individuals and economic sectors, weak
enforcement andjor lack of policy and legisla-
tive framewaorks, poor solid waste management
practices, misconceptions related to possible
solutions, fragmented understanding of the prob-
lem due to the lack of fit-for-purpose data.

Overall, the Mediterranean econormy is still marked
by a linear system, which over-exploits natural
resources, causes pollution and thus undermines
fragile ecosystems: in a region considered a bio-
diversity hotspot, waste prevention and reduction
through upstream solutions are urgently needed.

Circular economy is a unique opportunity for
Mediterranean countries to ‘build back better
after the current COVID-1g crisis and to improve

=
{(SDSN

Mediterranean

the resilience of the economic system. It also
constitutes a lever to help achieve the UN 2030
Agenda and several of its SDGs.

Within this context, PLASTIC BUSTERS is contin-
uvously and concretely consolidating and advane-
ing actions towards a litter-free Mediterranean.




PLASTIC BUSTERS

Connection with key regional
frameworks on marine
litter as well as with

related processes ond projects

PLASTIC BUSTERS

INITIATIVE

The Plastic Busters Initiotive kickstarted
Im 3013 to address some of the scientific
ACTION 1 and policy gaps existing at the time in the
Medaerranean region, Since then, Improve
AS: % ments have been Implemented on the sci-
ence policy Imterface, with Plastic Busters
contributing to the segional policy context as
well as being informed by it. Borm under the
umbrella of SDSN Mediterranean (United
Natons ble Deveiop Scluti
o e e et e g
RSP IV REIT, opportunity to be-minded projects deal-

ACTION 3
GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

Strengthereng the science pobcy merface
hprmdqﬁlbv-pwnu—u

Tt AT Aqu‘mmlmmm’dw dets; recemmendstiens %r a
the further developmert and practicsl and fully explore the p for synerg) marire fever
imptementatien of harmonaed towards g abgned and synch d Wl*‘!:rm"m
menesring aperoaches o lies manine litter activities across the Mediterra- S jpiaing i paratoosriot
SSEN S sk e nean. The Plastic Busters Initative strives to b-n! -'. bikdng ,,I.:“, A
ol Kl feem. push forward a shared obs e Sk d

xomwhmdnﬁu
litter in the Mediterranean by addressing
its entire management cycle, from monitoeing
ard assessment to prevention and mitiga.
tion, thus contributing to evidence. and sci-
ence-based support to governance.

Lecd by the University of Siena (scientific
Coordinator Prof. Mara Cnstina Fossi), and
implemented by a consortium of 15 Partners
from around the Mediterranean, the Plastic
Busters Inatiatve works in four key areas of
Intervention:

ACTION 2
DEMO ACTIONS
FOR TESTING
PREVENTION &
MITIGATION
MEASURES

Developing and coordimating the
rplemerastion of demontrabos
projects showcaming actiom to
prevent, reduce and mutigate manne
litter = the Med Serranean Sea,
baved on the meswures provided by

PLASTIC BUSTERS INITIATIVE >
UMM labelling of Plastic Busters

ACTION 4
CAPACITY

BUILDING &
AWARENESS
RAISING




IOVING
FORWARD

MOST URGENT ACTIONS TO ADDRESS
MARINE LITTER POLLUTION
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

WHAT DOES EXPERIENCE TELLS UsS

Teme ks mot in our favousr Lrgent actions arc
sreeded o reverse the |mcrease of masime e pal
hstion in gereral and marne plastic pollution n
particular in the Mediterramean Sea

The Mediterranean needs o accelerate the tan-
sitom bowasds 3 - regemsrative growth  model
that gewes back to the planct more than it takes,
adhance towands keeping its rescurce consump-
ziom withen planetary boundasies, amd therefore
stxive o reduce |is corswmpbon footprent amd

doawble s ckcular matenal wse rate in the com-
ing decade.

The prodesses. initiobives and projects fea-
tured in this decument, all align i Suctating
the need for 2 shift in preductson and consismption
patterns, coupled with ambitiows actions to prevent
and metigate manne |itber effects. In concrete toms
there is ungercy in
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1. MOVING TOWARDS A CIRCULAR ECONOMY.

Keepeng a bnear economy and reducing the amsount
of erssircon mentally harmful materizls = sot encwgh
to- curb the catactrophic path of narine It This
apgpeoach can have mone damaging offects by creat-
g a fallse sense of “emdronmesnial conschus ness
ard responsdlity” i CoNSUMers.

Reducing the consumption footprint and increas
wug the cincular material use @be s & t@geted
preowity, which choold alvs be seen in the coantest
of the Eurcpean Greenm Deal. Natwal resources
underpin naticonal economies, provede onecial raw
materials for everpday bfe, and are mecessary o
almost every sector of the global econceny. In par-
ticulas, given the size of the demand, raw matenals
fimclsding both primary and secondary raw mate
rials obtained through recpcling) will continwe ba
play a key role in the ecomonsy.

A comprehensive indervention is needed wath 3
strong focus on newfsestainable behaviours and
lifestylies, different froem the current shrowauwsy ol
fure irs society with waste prevention becosmning 3
pracaity. They choold ndude:

The hull smbedment of drcularity in

policy ond nstitutional fromeworks.
Covermemerns Intervention {mational arsd regeonal
feveis) iz ey to steer the circuflar econceny transs
tion in coordination with the: business sector and
the civil society. Actions like raising awareness,
mobilicing private cector and ether bkey stake.
holders L consumers), are critical and meed to

be coowdhnated Likewsce, erablng framewceks
requiine coherent measanes in large nusmber of rel.
swant palicy sreas sudh as Indusinal development,
entreprencurship, trade, rescarch and innowation
and ediucateon and skills development

Enhance Integroted Waste Maonoge-

ment Plans. Arbitous waste prevention
e g. those inegrating z2ern wasie objectvees and
strategies) and management meaatuses [nceding
thecugh waste preventicn and management plans
algmed with § he wa sie hicranchy and cocular ecan-
oy objectives; targess for recycling of key waste
streams and reducing Baedfills extended  pro-
ducer respoesibdity schemes and depasiat resurn
schemes for plastic products and packaging) are
urgently nesded:

Meww  barsh diels, are ded Ro

favor resouwce-cfficeent  perodomion  ang
uptake of dean technologies: promote wpoycling
buzinesses, engape and mwolve the privase sector
includimg the need to emplement safe and sustain.
sble approaches in the desgn ctage of prodoct
developrment; use the Creen Public Procisemsent

a5 a lewer for new Business models

Phoze out Single Use Plostics and pre-

vent plastic pollution by enhamcing the
capacities of natonal and regional authosities
in tamsposing the main reguirements of the EU
Simgle.Uce Plastics Diredive




2. DEVELOPING INTEGRATED
GOVERMNANCE AND ACTIONS.

The Mediterranean Sea has to be conssdensd as
a whods, and marine liter as & mul b-dimensional
challenge for which non.cooedimated recponces
cifer fatle effectivensss and impact, Ceographical,
adminisbatve, secioral bowndanies cannot comsi-
tute 3 hurdle 1o action. in that sense [t i urgent to

Strengthen the cooperastion among ol

Me diterromnean initiatives. from bath che
Harnh and the South rims of the Mediterranean
basin, maintaaning a dear overview of the entire
management cpcke of manne kter, ensuring
lond/ sea dimensieons. Capitolize on current
resuits and edvoncs towords o regian-wides
opproadh, ensunng long termn support 1o the
ongoirg process. Dissemanate and exchange best
practices and, wihere relevant, compare the differ-
ent circular soonamy initiatives, to talke forwand

partners hip inivatives

Addhough useful data on manme litter sests
and has besn recently empeowed in the
segeon (bepes, quantities, etc) it & Inconssttent
and geogaphically restricsed mainy o the Morth
Mediterranean. Sandardized monioeing data for

ASFCESMEn purposes concermeng the problem of

litzer acress the whole Meditenanean s still & neces-
ity and informaticn sharmng beteeen and anong
MNCOs, 1IC0Ds, reseanch mstRutes, refevant author
thes, ete. @ the region regarding marine littes related
data meeds 1o be smproved through on enhancosd
couvame m anforreation char g sysktem

Mop domestic policies ond regulotory

fromeweorks n Medterranean ocountres
an the management of natural resources fe.g.
wazer, sod, minerats, biomass) and the cincular
econcmy tramsition, imscuding swstanable use,
ularity, amd strengthening nesil
serce to chmate change impacts. Eshancing the
mplementation of selected ML pofacy/regulatary
prevention and redisctbon common measures at
subsregicnal | natsonal bevess and shanng of refared
best practces.

Dewseloping amd appiping regionaly hasomno.

rized approaches, gpesdelnes amd tools
Ensuane !"'Ttl - 'Y‘lef“tﬂfxlif of selected mea.
sures. improve, andfor widely implement 2 Haor-
monized Marine Litter monitoring strotegy
ot the Mediterranean level, working with a
novel, hamonced protocal to detect the presence
and smpact of manne kter on biodversity wa 3

set of bloindscator spedes [ranging fiom inves-
tebrates bo marine mammals) aooss the entine
Mediterranean basin, in line with bothh MSFD
and IMAP indicators. Such harmonized protocos
shall gllow the dentificatson of hotspot aneas for
masiree Ntter theeats bo ma biodiversity ax wel
at of preventicn and mtigation 2
banmeng single use plastics; establshing derefict
fishing gear managesnens; bamning specific sco
ties ntrodiuceng extended produces respossibiling

Ons I_Sl.q:fl at

implementing awaseness rassing campaigns}. Sig-
nificant effons should be addressed on enlarging
the: geographs

seope of marine litter montoring

PrOgranmes 1o as5ess the presence and effects of

masiree BUDer (m e prnlcclcﬂ areas (MPAL),
within the contess of the SDC 1y Life Below Water

Reinforce the role of the Science-Pol-

icy-Society interfoce. This shoold be
strengthened by favowrng Rescarch & Develop
ment projects gatherng indwesory and academss
n o h:\. encouraging e CONRECTu0n DeTwesn ooien
tific nesearch and societal nesds to address manime
litter Effective implementation af susch interface
mst also be enabled via adequate capacsy build
ing programs and proper Smancing of key actors,
such as MPA management bodies, locsl and
national enviranmental protection agendes, and

the zlike

Enforcng asvent legislotion ond pal-

icy messures oddressing morine lit-
ter incdluding on responsibility and Hability
izswes and further dewelop and upgrade them

3. ADOPTING A SYSTEMIC,

INTERCONNECTED APPROACH.

Coing forward, 3 more ST S

temic approach shall be adopted o figha
marine btter i coder to really endescitamd |amd
addness via mew diagnostic systemns) the whole

set of smpacts and stressors that hisman activities

are posing on blodiversay and on coeans’ health
Cuomulative direct and ndirect stressors
caused by marime litter, chemical contamin

climage chamge, and emerging pathogens among
others, conour in destabilizing the precanicas bal
amces of masire biodiversity, marine scosystems,
and thess services

A paradigm shift showld then be embraced
1o recognise the heakh-emdromment nesus
as the core of plametary health and evolve from
cost-benefit onolysis to recognition of

!

‘co-benefits” & new approadh to sddrecseng el

ranmentsl problems is needed that does nat rec

ogrete a tradeof hetwesn ‘savimg the econ ey’
and "sawing lives”, nor between ‘the ecomomy’ and
the erwiromment’, but rather works towards the
conoumment achievements of the preservation of
OCFanS, Mmarineg econcemic activities. and hwman
lrvelihood and wellibeang

To thes end, it is of pricnty to link hanemsors

lrveliheod ond well-being with oceon
health and realo e that monitonng and addressing
currlative stresses on the corans & 2 oo-benefits
approach means ot anly to preserve the heakh
of ocean ecosystems but also to preserve heman
livelihood via accessing better gu ecosystem
services fe.g., fishesies, climate stabiizaticn, e8c )




Best practices in achieving—
waste reduction in.the
Mediterranean - -

This web site or ‘repository’ aims to promote waste reduction and circular economy across the
waste management chain in the Mediterranean region. The cases included were selected out of
many from different countries of the region via a stakeholder consultation to identify best
practices. They are of varying scale and type from which a lot can be learned and that could
inspire more actions to substantially reduce waste generation by 2030 through prevention,

—_radurtinn_rarurlina and raiic

About us |

Useful links |



Tripartite MoU

GOAL: Accelerate progress on the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, through collaborative
actions to support the shift towards
more sustainable food systems in

the Mediterranean region
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Sustainable Food Systems B iy

. Union for the Mediterranean
International Center for Advanced
CIHEAM Mediterranean Agronomic Studies UI‘IiOI‘I pOUr |Cl Méditerrcmée
United Nations Sharing Knowledge, Feeding the Future b giall Ja | e A

Policy dialogue, research,
knowledge sharing and capacity
development to promote » Context-specific SFS conceptual framework
ICVERVERELWVENER{IR e B « Mapping/assessment of initiatives and innovative practices
DSBS ERSERUEHURURLTERES . |dentification of tools for food systems assessment
Mediterranean

¢ Policy dialogue

*SFS-MED Platform (incl. website)
*SFS-MED Community of Practice
*SFS-MED “Flagship Projects”
*SFS-MED Webinars

Technical collaboration to
develop a framework for SFS in
the Mediterranean

*Food Systems Summit Dialogues

«3rd World Conference on the Revitalization of the
Mediterranean Diet

e Advocacy in international/regional fora and events

Advocacy and awareness raising
on the role of SFS in the
achievement of the 2030
Agenda in the Mediterranean




Union for the Mediterranean

Sustainable Blue Economy
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UfM Blue Economy Roadmap

Following the 2021 UfM Ministerial on SBE, Co-Presidency, UfM
Secretariat and UfM countries have agreed to elaborate a Roadmap
for the implementation of the Ministerial

Overview and analysis of the joint needs, gaps and opportunities
for future support, funding, and implementation by thematic
priority

Sketching out of ongoing initiatives, programmes and projects +
potential avenues for future cooperation (promising pathways,
processes and actions) that can be launched, scaled-up and
promoted in the short, medium and longer term

Easy to handle monitoring system of the implementation of the
Roadmap



Groupings of initiatives to implement the Roadmap
Validated by the UfM Working Group on Sustainable Blue Economy

(i.e.) sustainable

aquaculture

Cross-cutting support

Blue skills, carers, and jobs, training and
capacity building
Twinning/Technical Assistance and
Information Exchange (TAIEX)
Expand existing socio-economic
observatories

Continuation of webinars (i.e. Ocean —
Literacy)
Maritime safety (training/CB/exchange of
information & expertise/TA)

Scale-up good practices on sustainable food value-chains




Investing in Sustainable Blue Economy in the Mediterranean
UfM Conference on Blue Finance (June 22nd, Barcelona World Trade Center)

Brought together financial institutions, banks (multilateral and
national), private investors and UfM country and industry
representatives

Main outcomes

- Encouraging investments in and funding of Blue Economy
projects and initiatives in the Med region

- Providing an overview of viable investment opportunities +
access to finance

- Discussing the viability of specific projects/initiatives
(matchmaking sessions)

- Exchanging on the enabling conditions required to attract

investments on SBE in the Med 22 JUNE 2022 - BARCELONA
- Contribute to better aligning and mobilising financial flows

towards the SBE sectors and activities prioritised by the 3:2:&'!‘&’&‘:‘;?;::’:5:

countries of the UfM s il dal e da)

- Sharing successful experiences and cases from different regions

International Conference: *Contribution of sound waste management systems to sustainable tourism and the protection of marine ecosystems” - 10t and 11'» October 2022
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Joint effort

Social and economic regeneration of
the Mediterranean after the crisis:

Shared methods and tools for relaunching
a sustainable post COVID-19 tourism
model

Operational handbook



Coastal and maritime tourism

UfM & WestMed webinar ‘Digitalization skills in the aquaculture and tourism sector in the Mediterranean region’ (9th June)

UfM-CPRM - Social and economic regeneration of the Mediterranean after the crisis: shared
methods and tools for relaunching a sustainable post COVID-19 tourism model

o Group of Experts

o COVID-19 crisis: impacts and indications emerging from real-case experiences with specific reference to the tourism
sector
o Analysis of the main initiatives/programmes/projects underway in the Mediterranean: methodology and review
o Main challenges, gaps and needs for the tourism sector
o Emerging Operational tools, methods and technologies for the revitalisation of the tourism sector
o Methods, content and target groups for follow- up capacity building sessions
Governance ETC Programmes, National/regional institutions, International organizations
Improvement/diversification of skills Category association , representatives of cooperation projects on this topic,
Ca pa city National/regional institutions
Public-private partnership Professional/Business associations, representatives of cooperation projects on this topic
b u i Id i ng Development of synergies and ETC Programmes, National/regional institutions , International organizations
complementarities
Involvement of territories and local Category association, representatives of cooperation projects on this topic
communities

ONGOING



Wetlands conservation and restoration:
an urgent matter in the Mediterranean

Mediterranean wetlands The Mediterranean Basin
under threat* — is a global biodiversity

hotspot but also one of
the  most vulnerable
regions in the world to the

impacts of global
warming.
Reductionin Reduction in Change in animal
wetlands Reduction in flood control abundance
since 1970 river flows capacity since 1990
Wetland species -259/. Coastal wetland Today — wetlands  cover
; | threatenedby Sl " siteshometo some 18.5 million
il extinction W " " morethan50,000 .
o waterbirds hectares in the 27
threatened by

sea level rise Mediterranean countries.

With a very few exceptions their flooding regimes are now artificially managed, and many of the ck
D)

remaining areas are badly degraded. ad
MedWet



Introduction and context

Blue Economy

Cross-Cutting

\

Aguaculture and Fisheries ]
Transport and Ports 15
Coastal and Maritime Tourism 26
Marine Renewable Energles 37
Maritime Safety and Security 47
Marine litter 5%
Marine Research & Innovation 67
Maritime Skills, Careers and Employment %
Sustainable Blue Economy as an opportunity: Financing sustainable returns 85
Governance and the future of sea basin strategies in the Mediterranean region 93



) - Regional networking platform supporting

vt e " B the sustainable blue economy in the Med
Mediterranean Biliie Economy

\»:,,Sta\keholder Platform One-s-top.shop dedlc.ated to
3 . \ consolidating and sharing general,
L N - - technical and sectoral knowledge
About ¥ BiueEconomy ~  BiueEconomy ~  Funding Biue and information on SBE in the Med

Framework

An interactive hub for a
wide community of SBE
stakeholders and actors

b Who we are > Our goals

teports & Leaflets: "Towards a Sustain

heck out the leaflets and full reports "Towards a Sustainable Blue
conomy in the Mediterranean (..) Read more.

——

X WY Meditetranéan Bilie Economy -
plai. Stakeholder Platform s

Towards a Vers une

Sustainable Blue Economy économie bleue durable o
3 https://medblueconomyplatform.org/ """ embregmnstme B
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https://medblueconomyplatform.org/

i Union for the Mediterranean

- Union pour la Méditerranée

Upcoming Events, October —December 2022

 Maritime Spatial Planning, Rome

 UfM Working Group on Sustainable Blue Economy,
 UfM Environment Task Force

e COP 27 — Med Pavillion, 2 dedicated events



Union pour la Méditerranée
Union for the Mediterranean
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Thank you!

alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org

Head of Sector — Environment and Blue Economy
Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean

International Conference: *Contribution of sound waste management systems to sustainable tourism and the protection of marine ecosystems” - 10t and 11'» October 2022
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