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Toumali Project

Labelled by the UfM

Integration into the UfM/43 EuroMed countries agenda; Platform of dialogue with countries and 

stakeholders (policy paper, 100MPAs Alliance progress and outcomes; convergence of efforts – policy, 

technical, possibly targeted financial support;etc.)



UfM Governance - Key Principles

Representation North-South 

Equal footing; 

multi-stakeholders; multi-level governance

Consensus among the 43 UfM member countries; 
variable geometry



2021 UFM MINISTERIAL DECLARATIONS

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Environmnet (Green Economy) and Climate 

Action - October 2021 

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy, February 2021

UfM SBE Roadmap

✓ Governance&thefutureofsea basin strategies

✓ Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

✓ Sustainablefoodfrom thesea:fisheries &aquaculture

✓ Sustainable, climate-neutral &zero-pollution

maritime transport&ports

✓ Interactions between ML &theblueeconomy

✓ Coastal &maritime tourism

✓ MSP&ICZM

✓ Marine RenewableEnergy

✓ MaritimeS afety &Security

✓ Sustainable Investments



The European 
Ocean Pact
Sustaining the ocean that 
sustains us

It is built around six priorities:
✓ Protecting and restoring ocean health
✓ Boosting the competitiveness of the sustainable

blue economy
✓ Supporting coastal, island communities and 

outermost regions
✓ Advancing ocean research, knowledge, skills and 

innovation
✓ Enhancing maritime security and defence as a 

prerequisite
✓ Strengthening EU ocean diplomacy and 

international rules-based governance

“The new Pact for the Mediterranean, that will pave the way 
towards a common space of peace, prosperity and stability in 
the Mediterranean region, building on the foundations of the 
2021 Agenda for the Mediterranean. The Commission, in 
collaboration with the Union for the Mediterranean, will 
support the development of a blue economy sea-basin strategy 
on the Eastern Mediterranean, which currently lacks a 
dedicated structure for cooperation, based on the format of the 
WestMed Initiative and in cooperation with existing regional 
bodies”



• The Pact is the result of an extensive consultation process with the 10 southern Mediterranean partners, EU Member States, the 
European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee, the Committee of the Regions, non-EU neighbouring countries, UN 
agencies and other international organisations. Given its unique composition as an inter-governmental organisation where all EU and 
southern Mediterranean partners are members, the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) has been closely involved. The Anna Lindh 
Foundation (ALF) has also played an important role in the consultations

• The Union for the Mediterranean has experience in building regional networks and leading flagship projects. With its convening power, 
the UfM will support the joint group meetings, and it will also be a partner in the roll-out of the Pact, including through its ministerial 
meetings. 

• The UfM has developed expertise in specific areas such as Education, Employment and Economic Development, Water, Environment and 
Blue Economy; Crisis management and civil protection



Ocean Pact

Built around Six Strategic Objectives:
✓ Protecting and restoring ocean health

✓ Boosting the competitiveness of the EU sustainable blue 

economy

✓ Supporting coastal and island communities, and outermost

regions

✓ Advancing ocean research, knowledge, skills and innovation

✓ Enhancing maritime security and defence

✓ Strengthening EU ocean diplomacy and international ocean

governance

Med Pact

✓ Connecting people

✓ Connecting countries

✓ Connecting economies

• tangible and intangible cultural and natural heritage…..
• Climate change, pollution and biodiversity loss heavily affect the Mediterranean region and its 

resilience. The clean transition also represents an opportunity to boost sustainable 
competitiveness in the region. The Pact will allow to harness the benefits arising from such 
transition, while addressing growing climate change impacts and environmental degradation, 
including in the framework of a possible Global Treaty against plastic pollution…..

UfM SBE Roadmap based on the 2021 SBE Ministerial

✓ Governance&thefutureofsea basin strategies

✓ Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

✓ Sustainablefoodfrom thesea:fisheries &aquaculture

✓ Sustainable, climate-neutral&zero-pollution maritime 

transport&ports

✓ Interactions betweenML &theblueeconomy

✓ Coastal&maritime tourism

✓ MSP&ICZM

✓ MarineRenewableEnergy

✓ MaritimeS afety&Security

✓ Sustainable Investments



UfM Strategic Vision



✓ UfM comparative advantage and added value

✓ Thematic focus areas 

● Infrastructure, digital transition and trade and new technologies. 
● Climate action, environmental sustainability, green transition and sustainable blue economy, 

circular transition and energy transition.
● Disaster management, civil protection and resilience.
● Education, research and decent job creation.
● Human development, inclusion and empowerment 

of women and youth.
● Mobility and root causes of migration.

✓ These priorities also reflect growing demands for 
trust building, regional cohesion, strengthening multilateralism. 
These priorities will be framed strategically around three 
interrelated pillars: 
❖ Connecting people
❖ Connecting countries
❖ Connecting economies

UfM Strategic Vision 2025



Outcomes COP30



✓ Key actions by Axis



Clear priorities for implementation
• centered around the three axes of the 2030GreenerMed, namely green, circular, inclusive economy;

pollution with a focus on prevention aspects; biodiversity/ecosystems management and restoration

• And the 10 Sustainable Blue economy priorities

Political, Technical and financial convergence
• around the 2030GreenerMed priorities

• Aournd the SBE priorities

Pooling of resources
• and fostering collaboration via regional projects and a multi-stakeholders

approach, combining dialogue/actions, process/projects

Easier association/support
• in the implementation of international and regional conventions, such as the 

GBF

New opportunities of partnerships
• in the Mediterranean and beyond

Systematic implementation
Environment, Green Economy and Sustainable Blue Economy

Building Blocks
• UfM Ministerial Declaration
• UfM Agenda or Roadmap or Action Plan for implementation
• Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation Mechanism (3rd Greenermed 

Result-based Monitoring upcoming)



Green and Blue
Political, Technical, Financial convergence



A new multi-donor and multi-partner 

financial instrument to support Sustainable 

Blue Economy in the Mediterranean region

     BLUE MEDITERRANEAN PARTNERSHIP (BMP) 



Union for the Mediterranean 
Inter-governamental Organization

Upcoming UfM Regional 
Forum/Ministerial Declarations

 UfM, the Barcelona Convention and other partners

within a wider multi-
stakeholder, 

multi-partnership context

Barcelona Convention –
Regional legally binding 
environmental agreement

Upcoming COP24



MARINE LITTER

PLASTIC BUSTERS INITIATIVE

SDSN-MED
Flagship project

2013

UfM Labelling

2016

MED-Interreg

2018

COMMON + 

PLASTIC 

BUSTERS CAP

2019 - 23

More 
projects
launched

 

 











UfM 
Reports



MBPC 

EU    Green    Week    Workshop 

4th of June 2021WES

Plastic Busters Initiative

North + South
 

Thank you! Merci ! ً شكرا

Water, Environment and Blue Economy Division 
Union for the Mediterranean
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